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The Franciscan Renewal Center was founded 
as a Catholic retreat center, called Casa de Paz 
y Bien, by the Order of Friars Minor in 1951. 
Still affectionately referred to as the Casa, the 
Franciscan Renewal Center remains an active 
religious community that seeks to follow in the 
footsteps of Saints Francis and Clare of Assisi. 
The Casa is guided by the Franciscan friars and 
works cooperatively with the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Phoenix. 
Activities at the Casa include:
• daily and Sunday Mass at Our Lady of the 

Angels Church
• meetings and conferences for religious 

and nonprofit groups
• individual therapy and counseling
• support groups
• education, retreats, and events
• family faith formation
• young adults ministry
• volunteer ministries in service of the poor 

and vulnerable
Discover more at thecasa.org 
Find us on social media: TheCasaFRC

Dear friend,

Faith is strengthened by mercy, humility, and our approach to justice. We 
at the Franciscan Renewal Center have a deep gratitude for God’s grace as 
we celebrate the 70th anniversary of our founding. Through God’s mercy we 
have supported dozens of ministries throughout our organization:

• The children in Guaymas, Whiteriver, and San Carlos
• Families seeking asylum through our Matthew 25 program 
• Grief support for the loss of a loved one or a divorce
• Inspiring music and homilies focused on God’s healing mercy
• A welcoming community for an intergenerational community

Our community has evolved mindfully to care for creation and to protect 
and steward the serene FRC campus. Retreatants love our tranquil setting that 
enhances restoring hope and purpose. Our updated lodging and conference 
rooms provide space for hundreds of non-profit and faith-based organizations 
to accomplish their good work.

FRC private retreats rose 112% from 2019, and our lodging room 
occupancy will surpass pre-pandemic levels this year. Evaluations of our well-
attended education programs and retreats indicate 98% of our guests had 
excellent experiences. This year we have been blessed to be able to improve/
rebuild parking lots, renovate lodging rooms, and create a guest lounge.

As a visionary organization, we continue to recognize current societal 
challenges and seek solutions through God’s guidance. It is not only the friars 
who make the institution Franciscan—it is all of us. 

At the Franciscan Renewal Center, we continue to be leaders in modeling 
Franciscan values; this is our vision. Founded by Friars, formed by community, 
and gratefully forward by faith!

Charles Brown, Executive Director  Fr. Page Polk, OFM, Rector
Franciscan Renewal Center                              Our Lady of the Angels Church 
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Founded by Franciscans. Formed by Community. Forward by Faith.

Casa retreatants, 1950s



Foundations for Spiritual Growth

I considered myself a spiritual 
person until 2007 when I was 
diagnosed with cancer. Prior to 
that, I’d been in a spiritual recovery 
program for over 25 years and was a 
‘holiday’ Episcopalian – Christmas 
and Easter. I called a friar that I 
knew from meetings, and he said 
he would pray for me and ask his 
brother friars to also pray. I’ve never 

been sure why I was so comforted 
by his words, but I was. When my 
physical recovery was complete, 
the friar shepherded me to RCIA to 
become a Catholic…and beyond. 

I never meant to stay at the 
Casa, but I’ve never left. It has 
continued to strengthen me 
through good times and bad. And 
I’ve had the honor to sponsor 
three lovely women through to 
their Confirmation and work with 
amazing community members and 
staff to build on the dream that 
began here in 1951.

I believe in the old saying that 
“actions speak louder than words.” 
The Casa’s Tau Society is a vehicle 
that allows me to put my love and 
gratitude into a measurable way of 
giving back. It is a multi-year giving

Our Mission: Spiritual Growth, Healing & Transformation, and Service to Others

Foundations for Healing & Transformation

I served in Desert Storm, and 
as a young soldier in Iraq, I was hit 
by an exploding grenade. When I 
returned home in 1992, I received a 
letter from the government saying I 
had been exposed to mustard agent 
and depleted uranium and that if I 
had children, they would be born 
with severe deformities.

I was angry. Nightmares 
haunted me. I just wanted it all to 

end. For 20 years, I drank and did 
drugs to get by…and so I wouldn’t 
dream at night. With my military 
training, I saved a lot of lives, but I 
couldn’t save myself. 

I decided things had to change, 
and I began to say “Yes” to helping 
myself. I entered a rehab facility 
where a therapist introduced me 
to the Casa and its Healing of 
Memories for Veterans program. 
There, I was able to share my 
anguish with other veterans in 
a safe environment. I learned to 
see myself not as a victim but as a 
survivor.

And I discovered how my 
story and experience could help 
others not to be afraid. I trained 
to become a Healing of Memories 
facilitator, and with my service dog, 
Caleb, by my side, I help others turn 

2022 Highlights Include:
• 1,795 registered members 
• 1,178 spiritual direction sessions
• 129 students in Family Faith 

Formation
• 38 infant baptisms
• 9 adults confirmed through RCIA
• 5 new programs for young adults 

and young families

2022 Highlights Include:
• 75 participants in no-fee retreats/

workshops for Veterans
• 1,098 participants in adult 

education programs
• 627 private retreatants
• 552 one-on-one professional 

behavioral health sessions
• 90 clinical supervision sessions for 

therapists in training

their despair into hope and to find 
renewed purpose. I have reclaimed 
my life. It changed my wife Melissa’s 
life, too—and now she is involved 
with the Veterans Ministry. I am 
so grateful that the Casa was here 
for us and will be here for others 
when they are ready to say ‘Yes’ to 
changing their lives.

— David Campbell

program for unrestricted funds,  
so my pledge dollars go where 
they are needed most. To me, this 
is the spiritual underpinning of 
the tangible and intangible beauty 
created here since the 1950s. The 
responsibility for keeping this oasis 
in the desert going belongs to each 
of us who call this our spiritual 
home. — Sarah Privée, Tau Society 
since member 2013
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Our Mission: Spiritual Growth, Healing & Transformation, and Service to Others

Foundations for Service to Others

We found the Casa after 
the birth and baptism of our 
granddaughter, Stella. We stayed 
because it was home.

The death of our older son in 
2015 rocked our world and threw 
us into a period of uncertainty and 
questions, including “Why, God, 
why?” At the Casa, we found an 
answer. The Emmaus Retreat for 
Grieving Parents helped us discover 

a reason to give meaning to Mark’s 
death and that we were no longer 
alone in our grief. We continue 
to tell our story at these retreat 
weekends to help others through 
the mire and share our experiences, 
strength, and hope.

Our life has been one of service 
and opportunities for filling up 
spirituality. Recently, we were 
invited to a Discover the Vision 
Tour, where we learned about 
the Casa’s mission and offerings, 
including its volunteer ministries. 
There are so many opportunities to 
serve at the Casa.

We can’t sing or play an 
instrument. We aren’t strong 
anymore, which may be needed for 
building houses with Casa Habitat. 
But we can say “yes” to so many 
service opportunities. 

2022 Highlights Include:
• 48 volunteer ministries
• 130 Faith in Action service 

opportunities
• New Matthew 25 ministry 

serving asylum seekers
• 3,200 lbs. of food collected for 

area food banks
• 12,990 non-profit members for 

meetings and overnight retreats
• 2 homes built with Casa Habitat 

for Humanity

 Our mission in action and in celebration
Volunteer ministries during Fiscal Year 2022 in support of spiritual growth, healing and transformation, and service to others 
included: 

ADULT EDUCATION, RETREATS, 
ADMINISTRATION

• Administrative
• Fine Arts
• Hosts/Check-Ins
• The Saint John’s Bible Docents
• Church Art Tour Docents

FACILITIES
 • Casa Gardeners

FAITH IN ACTION
• Act Love Walk Justice 

Formation
• Apache Fair Trade
• Care for Creation
• Casa Grounds for Solidarity
• Casa Habitat for Humanity
• Casa Veterans
• English as a Second Language
• Hunger Action
• Just Scripture
• Matthew 25: Serving Asylum 

Seekers
• Valley Interfaith Project

GUEST SERVICES
• Guest Services Desk Volunteer

LEADERSHIP
• Board of Directors
• Board Formation & 

Governance Committee
• Master Plan & Building 

Committee
• Finance Committee
• Gratitude Team

LITURGICAL
• Altar Linens
• Art & Environment
• Cantors
• Choir
• Donuts and Coffee Hospitality
• Extraordinary Minister of the 

Eucharist
• Family Faith Formation
• Hospitality
• Infant Baptism
• Lectors
• Liturgical Movement

• Liturgy of the Word for Children
• Livestreaming
• Our Lady’s Angels Collections
• Prayer Partners
• RCIA
• Sacrament Preparation for 

Children
• Sacristans & Mass Coordinators
• Sick & Homebound
• Young Adults 
• Youth Group
• Young Families

THERAPY, SUPPORT, AND 
COUNSELING

• Volunteer Psychotherapist
• Support Group Facilitator

Volunteering gives us a sense 
of belonging. Thank you to our 
rector, Fr. Page, and all the staff 
for continuing to light the way in 
the name of Jesus Christ. We hope 
our experiences will encourage 
volunteerism for many of the Casa 
community. 

— Barbara & Brad Nunn

Our Mission: Spiritual Growth, Healing & Transformation, and Service to Others
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Fiscal Accountability at the Casa
As reported from the Board of Directors
By Fiscal 2022 Chair Diane Catlin and Treasurer Steve O’Neill

As the Franciscan Renewal Center initiated emergence from the 
pandemic, all ministerial business lines resumed with modifications 
and renewed service opportunities to meet identified needs in this 
unprecedented environment. The community members’ generous support 
furnished a foundation of resources for essential needs. With the return of 
in-person church services and guests’ use of lodging rooms and conference 
spaces for retreats and non-profit meetings and conferences, the Casa’s 
livelihood began to flourish, thereby supporting its operations.

The Franciscan Renewal Center continues to benefit from the diligent 
and dedicated efforts of friars, staff, volunteers, and paid professionals who 
cooperatively share time and expertise to review, scrutinize, oversee, and 
govern all fiscal matters. Their efforts, in conjunction with the detailed 
work of the Finance Committee and FRC Board of Directors, validate 
compliance with all accounting and legal requirements to ensure the 
financial reporting provided is accurate and in line with specific non-
profit industry regulations. More importantly, these individuals ensure 
that financial gifts and the underlying controls over the receipt and use of 
these gifts are treated in accordance with donor intention and in line with 
budgetary constraints. These efforts enhance stability and ensure effective 
cash and financial management.

For more detailed information, please refer to the complete Franciscan Renewal Center Annual Financial Statements available online at thecasa.org/about-the-casa

Construction Update

Ongoing Activities
Support from Programs and Services Offered         $         5,029,956   
Less Related Expenses                         (4,357,014)

Net results for ongoing                                                 $          672,942

During fiscal year 2022, the lobby was completed as the final project of a three-year, 
$3.3 million grant received during fiscal 2019. A new grant provided for the necessary 
renovation work on the Konfara building and the front entrance, while generous 
community gifts supported the East parking lot resurfacing, water well feasibility drilling, 
and other infrastructure improvements. These projects are estimated to be completed in 
early fiscal 2023. Other construction efforts were funded through operating results or 
funds dedicated for those purposes. All construction efforts remain debt free.

Endowment 
Investments restricted to Endowments totaled $5,196,807 as of August 31, 2022. 
In line with the overall policy in place, the FRC uses a small percentage (4% of 
a three-year rolling average) of these funds to support on-going operations. So, 
gifts made to the endowment fund will financially assist the current operations 
while providing a stable base of support for future generations. 

For information on making a gift to support the Endowment or on-going 
Sustainability, please visit www.thecasa.org/donate or email Amy Jo Hutchison 
at amyjo@thecasa.org.

Through the generosity of thousands of community members, friends, and foundational grants, the Casa 
maintained limited operations under strict expenditure guidelines to effectively operate within its financial means 
for the fiscal year ended August 31, 2022. We are blessed by God’s grace to share the following financial highlights 
of fiscal 2022:

Your support continues to enhance  and strengthen our mission. Thank you for your generosity.

5802 East Lincoln Drive
Scottsdale, Arizona 85253
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The Franciscan Renewal Center is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization. 

operational needs*
*These funds support future construction-related needs and escalating staff and other 
inflationary expense areas.


